
 
 

 

    

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Assembly 
 
 
  

 

The Harbour 
www.harbourparishes.ie 

12th December 2021 
 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

Gaudete Sunday 

Year C 

 
        

 
 

TUESDAYS 
10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon 

 

THURSDAYS 
5.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m. 

 

Tel: 021-4863267 
 

EMAIL: 
 

harbourparish@gmail.com 
 

PARISH SECRETARY 
Cathy Concannon 

Mass Times this week 
13th - 19th December 2021 

 

PASSAGE WEST 
 

Monday: NO MASS 
Tues to Fri: 10.00 a.m. 

Saturday: 7.30 p.m. 
Sunday: 11.00 a.m.  

 

MONKSTOWN 
 

Monday: NO MASS  
Wed & Fri:  9.00 a.m. 

Saturday: 6.00 p.m. 
Sunday: 11.30 a.m. 

 

SHANBALLY 
Friday: 7.00 p.m. 

Sunday: 10.00 a.m. 
 

RINGASKIDDY 
Tuesday: 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday: 9.00 a.m. 
Sunday: 9.00 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Newsletter for Passage West, Monkstown, Shanbally and Ringaskiddy 
 

One who stands among us 
In the gospel John the Baptist describes Jesus as 'standing among you, unknown to 

you'. In John's time this was because Jesus had not yet begun his ministry, but in 

our own day these words have a particular relevance. We live by faith in Jesus the 

crucified and risen Lord present in our world. In preparing for Christmas, we want 

to renew our awareness of that presence and to help others be aware of it. In Advent 

we, like John, are called to be witnesses to the light he brings. In small but 

important ways we can bring light into the lives of those around us. Simple acts of 

kindness, sharing our time, talents or resources with those in need, is the only way 

Christ's light will shine for many people this Christmas. In our time, through the 

gift of the Spirit, the Word becomes flesh in us and lives among us. 
© Seán Goan, Let the reader understand www.columba.ie 

 

The end of an era in our parish 
For many parishioners here in the Harbour Parishes, next Saturday night, 18th 

December 2021, sadly will mark the end of an era.  It will be the final time that 

we will celebrate our Saturday evening vigil Masses in Monkstown and Passage 

West, as the following Saturday is Christmas Day and the following Saturday 

night, New Year’s Day, will see the introduction of the new reduced Mass 

schedule in our parishes.  I know that the loss of these Masses is felt deeply by 

many in our community, and I share your sense of sadness.  For years, these Vigil 

Masses have been part and parcel of the rhythm of our parish, a time when we 

did more than simply gather and pray together.  We connected with one another 

as a community, we checked in and caught up with neighbours and friends, many 

of whom we might not otherwise see during the week.  Each Vigil Mass became 

its own community with our wider community, and I will miss the deep sense of 

connection and belonging that this fostered.  I wish that circumstances were 

different and that we did not have to introduce changes but, sadly, we have little 

choice when there is now only a single priest to serve the parish, whereas not so 

long ago, we had three. 

I would like to take this opportunity this weekend to thank everyone who has 

gathered with us as part of these praying communities over the years. Someone 

once wrote that ‘when we come to Mass we come together to help each other to 

pray.’ Thank you to everyone who has helped us in any way to pray together on 

Saturday nights for so many years.  Whether you helped by being part of our 

wonderfully faithful and talented Gallery Choir; whether you served as a Minister 

of the Word or Eucharist, a sacristan, a collector or a steward; whether you 

prepared the flowers or helped to clean and sanitise the Church; a sincere thank 

you! Or maybe you simply joined us in prayer and helped us by your prayerful 

presence and participation. To you we say, ‘Thank you for enriching our 

gathering with the gift of your prayer.’  

I feel saddened that next Saturday night marks the end of these Vigil Masses, but 

I hope and pray that you will continue to be part of our worship and prayer, be 

that at the 6.00 p.m. Vigil Mass in Shanbally in the New Year, or at our Sunday 

Morning Mass in your local Church.  Please know with absolute certainty that 

wherever and whenever you choose to join us, there will be a warm welcome for 

you.  We are all one parish, one community.  Now more than ever we need to 

come together to build a new future together, trusting that our God who is ever 

faithful, will be with us as we do.                                                             Fr Seán 
 

   



  
 

 

Anniversary Remembrance 
Mary Quane 

Dan Arnott 

Pat Scannell 

Francis Holland 

Eily Leahy 

Tim & Nellie O’Donovan 

Patricia Murphy 

Orla Gosnell 

Francis Cronin 

Kevin Killeen 

Matthew Murphy 

Liam Pearce 

Breda Andrews 

Geraldine Twomey 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 

May they rest in peace. 
 

In Sympathy 
We offer our sincere sympathy to 

Wojciech Garbuz, Ringaskiddy on the 

death of his mother Yanina Garbuz 

who died in Poland on Saturday 4th 

December 2021. May she rest in peace. 
 

We offer our sincere sympathy to 

Benny McCarthy, Ardmore Estate, 

Passage West on the death of his sister 

Betty Horan (née McCarthy) Mayfield 

and formerly Passage West who died 

on Saturday 4th December 2021.  May 

she rest in peace.  
 

Welcomed in Baptism 
Franciszek Adam Góra was baptised in 

St Mary’s Church, Passage West on 

Saturday 4th December 2021.  

Franciszek is the son of Dorota and 

Damian. 
 

Advent:  An invitation to open 
the doors of Hope 
At Christmas when Christ comes, will 

he find a welcoming heart?  Mark the 

season of Advent by loving and serving 

others with God’s own love and 

concern.  It is the beautiful task of 

Advent to awaken in all of us memories 

of goodness and thus to open doors of 

hope.                    Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
 

Shamrocks GAA News 
The Long Puc is cancelled for St 

Stephan’s Day due to COVID 19.  

Annual Club Christmas Draw will take 

place in the Shamrock Bar, Shanbally 

on Friday 17th December 2021.  For all 

other news please visit the website at 
www.shamrocksgaa.com 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FR SEÁN O’SULLIVAN                          087/2151894                             osullivanbantry@gmail.com 

THE HARBOUR NEWSLETTER          harbourparish@gmail.com  [before 7 p.m. on Wednesday]  

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL           CONFIDENTIAL LINE  087-6631767 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 2022 
In previous years we would have already published our schedule of Christmas 

Masses at this stage.  This year the task is complicated by lingering uncertainty 

about Covid19 restrictions and safety measure, and especially by Fr Con’s tragic 

passing. I have been speaking to some of Con’s colleagues from the Kiltegan 

Fathers and other priests in the hope that they may be able to help us by 

celebrating a Mass on Christmas Eve but, as you will appreciate, many of them 

already have other commitments and I do not feel it is just to unduly impose on 

the goodwill of others who are well past retirement age.  I hope however to bring 

a proposed schedule to our Parish Assembly Meeting on Tuesday night and the 

full list of Masses and safety guidelines will be available in next weekend’s 

newsletter.  I apologise for the delay in finalising the programme this year and 

thank you for your understanding and patience.                                           Fr Seán 
 

Parish Assembly Meeting rescheduled 
Our Parish Assembly Meeting, scheduled for last Tuesday night, 7th December, 

had to be postponed because of Storm Barra.  The meeting will now take place 

in the Gill Room in Monkstown on Tuesday evening, 14th December 2021, from 

7.45 p.m. to 8.45 p.m.   
 

Gaudete Sunday – Joyful Sunday 
A lot of people confuse joy with pleasure but there is a world of difference 

between them and unless you know this difference, you have not yet begun to 

live.  

Joy consists in having a love affair with life.  It is having a heart that is aglow 

with warmth for all your companions on the road of life. It is a blend of laughter 

and tears. It is knowing how to share with other people. It is looking for the 

happiness that comes in small packages, knowing that big packages are few and 

far between. Joy is making the most of the present, enjoying what is at hand right 

now.  It is love bubbling over into life and, surprisingly, it can coexist with pain. 

Joy is the flag you fly when Christ, the Prince of Peace, resides within your heart. 
© Flor McCarthy SDB, Sunday & Holyday Liturgies, Dominican Publications. 

 
 

  
 

 

Remembrance Tree 
Positive Passage People are holding 

their annual Remembrance Tree 

fundraiser again this year.  

Donations welcome.  It’s a lovely 

way to remember all our loved ones 

who are no longer with us. The 

person’s name is written on a 

Christmas ball decoration and placed 

on the tree in the Centre Block, 

Passage West (opposite Passage 

Creates shop) where it will remain 

until the end of January 2022. 

Representatives from PPP will be in 

the Centre Block on Friday 17th 

December from 6 to 8p.m. and on 

Saturday & Sunday 18th and 19th 

December from 10a.m. to 1p.m. 

 

Gaudete 
Rejoice in the Lord always! 

Again, I say rejoice! 
PHILIPPIANS 4:4 

 
 

 

 

CD to raise funds for SVP 
Sisters Patricia O’Donovan, Marie 

Cox and Frances Kennedy, Sisters 

of Mercy, produced a CD in 2019 

entitled ‘May Hope Be Yours’. Sr 

Patricia has now kindly made copies 

available for sale to support the 

local St Vincent de Paul Christmas 

Appeal.  If you wish to purchase 

this reflective CD as a Christmas 

gift, (Cost €10), please contact 

Daithi Kelly at 021/4842064. 
 

Anam Cara West Cork 
Anam Cara is an organisation that 

supports bereaved parents.   A 

Parent Evening will be held on 

Tuesday 21st December 2021 at  

7.20 p.m. in the Munster Arms 

Hotel, Bandon. This is a free event 

and is open to all bereaved 

parents.  For more information, 

see anamcara.ie or call the 

Information Line on 085 2888 888. 

 

 

http://anamcara.ie/

